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to mislead the affections of Euston, Susie and
Jill, but the toys that had descended on
Dovery would have distracted the whole of
Hamelin and have left the disconsolate piper
to follow Tom's son over the hills and far
away. This was the odder, as at the begin-
ning of his married life Michel had solemnly
assured himself that on the best Montessori
(or Monte Carlo, I forget which) principles,
a reel and a ball of string were all that would
be vouchsafed to the children in the way of
toys. Outside Hamley's it would have been
difficult to discover any room less like a
combination of a reel and a ball of string.
It must be conceded that the toys rarely
reached the children intact. Gerard, for
example, discovered a game of the four
climbing sailors. Gould he play it? Not
very well for the first hour or two. But to
do him justice he acquired supreme skill as the
elastic supporting the gyrations of the last
A.B. snapped, leaving a mass of jetsam,
flotsam, lagan and derelict in the smart new
box. Albert discovered a private way of
juggling with two marvellous tumbler dolls.
Amid applause he tossed them and caught
them till they finally crashed through the
largest of the three dolls5 china tea-services.
Gibbon and I scorned such childish pastimes.
We happily turned on the new gramophone,
which had been bought to replace the broken-
down old crock purchased as long ago as